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'OVA SCOTIA,«o'w&
sko'shah, one of Canada's
maritime provinces, and
the smallest member of
the Dominion, excepting
Prince Edward Island.
It comprises Nova Scotia,
which is a peninsula
joined to the southeast-
ern corner of New Bruns-
wick, and the island of
Cape Breton. The At-
lantic Ocean is south,
and the Bay of Fundy is
north of the peninsula.
The area of Nova Scotia
is 17,453 square miles;
of Cape Breton Island,
3,975; total area of the
province, 21,428 square miles. The popula-
tion of the entire province in 1931 was 512,-
846. For particulars of Cape Breton Island,
see that title.
Surface and Drainage. In general, Nova
Scotia consists of low land, sloping gradu-
ally to the southwest. Along the shore of
the Bay of Fundy are the North Mountains,
which extend with slight interruptions across
the peninsula from, the southwest to the
northeast. On the north of the Basin of
Minas these are known as the Cobequid
Mountains or Hills. They are a continuation
of the Appalachian system, but do- not here
reach a great altitude, nowhere exceeding
1,000 feet
The .Annapolis Eiver flows southwesterly
in the valley between the North and South
mountains and drains the southwestern part
of the province. Other portions are drained
by short streams, which are unimportant.
The southern and east-central portions con-
tain a number of lakes, some of which are
mere arms of the sea, nearly enclosed by
land. The most important lake in the penin-
sula proper is Rossignol, in the southern
portion. In the south-central part of Cape
Breton Island is Bras d'Or Lake, which is
really an arm of the sea.
Climate. Being nearly surrounded by
water, Nova Scotia has fewer sudden changes
and extremes of temperature than has New
Brunswick, but it is subject to heavy fogs.
Tlie winters are not intensely cold, and the
summers are mild and equable, the highest
temperature at Halifax seldom exceeding 86 °.
The annual rainfall is about forty-five inches.
 Mineral Resources, Nova Scotia contains
some of the most valuable coal deposits in
North America, covering 725 square miles,
and these are extensively worked. The
coal is exported to the oilier Canadian prov-
inces and to the New England states. There
are also large deposits of iron ore, manga-
nese and gypsum on Cape Breton, while an-
timony is found in the vicinity of Halifax.
The presence of iron ore, coal and lime-
stone constitutes a condition favorable for
the manufacture of iron and steel. Gold is
found over an area of 3,000 square miles; it
is of rare purity, but is not obtained in great
quantities.
Agriculture. The lowlands along1 the
streams are specially fertile, and the equable
climate and abundant moisture adapt Nova
Scotia to the raising of hay, grains, root
crops and fruits, all of which are produced
in large quantities. Formerly the province
was covered with forests, and wherever these
have been cleared away the land is tilled.
Among the cereals, oats, barley and wheat
are the most important. Potatoes are ex-
tensively grown and are the finest that Can-
ada produces. The river valleys in the south-
ern half of the peninsula are specially well
suited to the raising of fruit, and apples are
grown and exported from this region in large
quantities. The apple crop is the principal
agricultural product, the average yield being
1,700,000 barrels a year. Stock raising is
also an important branch of industry, and
considerable butter and cheese are made.
Other Industries. The fisheries of the
province are surpassed in the entire Do-
minion only by those of British Columbia,
and they give employment to a large num-
ber of people. The annual output is valued
at from $8,000,000 to $10,000,000, on the
average, though in 1917 they reached $14,-
500,000. Cod, halibut and lobsters are taken
in the largest numbers.
Manufacturing is assuming considerable
proportions. Ii? 1916 there were'960 indus-
trial establishments with an output valued at
about $70,000,000, while in 1920 there were
2,196 establishments, with an output valued
at $163,000,000. Lumber is manufactured in
some regions. The chief industries include
rolling mills and steel furnaces, log products,
shipbuilding, confectionery and foundry
products. Among the minor industries are
cotton goods, fruit canning, and sugar re-
fining.

